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ApptlcaM lespectty iy reqiie?jls mccii-isidemtion of this spplkaiion in 
view of ths Ibllowiag ren^rks, In/ihis response, cl^^lins ! 3-4 have: beeo. ammdcd. 
No claims have besra csti^celkci And, thirteefl: new ckitns, ckims 8-20, bave bem 
asliied. Haice, upon etUrv of tMs muendmeat elaims 1-20 are pfesemed for es^aminiite, 

CIssiw M^ieetious - 35 IJJ.C,. g 1112 

Ib tte Office action, Exammer rejecied claims 1 aRd 4-7 under 35 
IJ,S,C< f liace) for alfepdly being antidpatsd ly US PaieM No, §J3 1.5 1 9 of Nicholson 
et al Ch«ftsjr "Nfefeofeffiv'l, ■f be imder signed resp«ct:ailly dkagmes with the 
Bxaminer's cihafsicfedzatios of tesujhings of Nkte||«|i.. 

As presemly lioderstood by die isatiersip^d, Nidioisot: gooomlly rehites 
to a system for automatically mmmm& ihmMse scksms^t md &fM:mt^d mierfk^e 
metki^ih hsmd m mhmrm definition data 202 (see Abstmct ^md Fig. 2). Nfehota 
describes a componertt genes'Siior 220 of sdieina gs?5emor 210 g&mrmim &mm^er 
msmmMMmm^ ^mpkmmis mmpmieim that mcms mimrper^M 

«fi/^:cSf IjfiE i&mMm (sm Abstrae!.; ool, €, IL and Fi|. 2), The source code 230 

iotefface dofiBition 232 g^sDsjmied by the oomporent geiii:eratt>|- 220 is cempiM by 
compiier 240 to create tbe compoMit objeets 242 (see col S,, il 63-64; asid Fig, 2). 
'Mkhokon suggests oim way of generating the iiiterfece: deSnitiea file 232 is by using 
Interfeee Definition Lsitguage (1DI.| (see cob 7, 0. i^otabiy, this um of a 

defi^iitiois laisgijage thai most bo iBferpfoted aiM tli« need Ibr rccoi^iktias responsive to 
a change iw tli^ d^siimtion tatsgiage is something embodimeiits of the presem tiwcmion 
»eek to avoid (see pg, 2, II. 1-13). 

BrissSy and by way of baekgioand, various erabcidiments of tbe pres-ent 
in,veotio« i.twolve conSgi^fiHg a JMtvvark device based, on meta in&eiiatioR, stored in one 
or more i^eiadata i:ilcs, The meta inibnitatiost deiBes olryeetS: represottltEg components 
of tlje iieiworii device: and includes descriptiO:ns of the objects, configamtioo iRfbrmation 
sssoeiated with each of t^he ol^jeets and informadon. regaiding yelatioiiships among lbs 
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cIms descriptions. Basij^d on the mm inibrm:^rso^^, a n<?twrl. d:e vic^ may be coniigis;£^^d 
by readmi the meta iB&rmaiioE, e0nv<n1.i;n,g the meta mformatlo^a kto a m^?f^i raUim^^ 
ablect nmiel in vM^i oinem C03^:flg^«(l in accc^rdance with tfe: coBllguration 

Vai-ioi^;^. s^-s;^lhodE ?s.^^e £m ctes€rilf^d for m:f^;fi;£^|'mg m^tadaia For exa^BpIo, 
ite fifc^ £ibo be a^ed Jo to^siom ^) origmal cmiigMtioj:! the Miwork 

device or iipdate tii^ B<?two^t devioos ^o^sl^uf^tion. ri^<s|x>5i$K to a ohar^go to o^^o (^r 
o:j03^t: of memdiala fiks. 1lo metM^sla lie:i< o^m^ aiso fee revised to refieot 
conllgumbn chimg^;?^ applied to the network device by compariiig the network devfce^>' 
current rumiioo ablect model to that ;repe^emed, by the oi^rre^s ^tate of the 
m:foii^:^;ttio?^ Bpdali^g tl>o ooe or moj^ met^^data OIos relloct the diito^^eooeiS. 

At Bny .mto, t^^mmg ?30 w to the i^peciic tej^guage of the oteims as:^d with 
the above brief overviow of Nk bol^m ao d embodi n^oofe o f the proseot inve5:3iiion in 
i:nind, the undersiipied r^o^v ^ofeoiit^ tbo ftdlowing argumeots pomtdig (>\it s%mtIo£s:£it 
difeeooos bet^¥om the mvmibn as olaio'^ed by Applieoot i^:j>d the toaehiog^ of 

I^egardiog olaho 1 , OT^aided, Nkfeol^i doe^^ oot teooh or reasosiibiy 
sogge^t at least the r echod steps ^jf ''oreadog .^s ms^ladol?^ file . . . delimng o'h|eei^. 
;repre^eBtMive of a of eomi^OMms ^f^rfijifer' (empbasis a4<!ed) or 

'loediog the obieet^s onto the TOoter.'^ I'he o^dorsig^ied bs^t^ perlbm^ed ao eloetende 
March of ^be text of Mf^eteto ^^^d foutid only smg^e hisiar^e of the v^^rd 'toofer'^ 
boo 48 of ool. 4 of N^oMfeS hi the coo^oxt of Nidjol^^^i desenbioi the hardware ^md 
opeming envif oomem m^:d tte feet ihM oomputer 20 m^;¥ operate in a Botwo^od 
eo.viix)a^)oot ^^Bd may he connected to o?ie or more mmote eomputon^. It i$ rej^peetftsJIy 
aifemltled tha^ thi^. osm i-ofeOTee tbe wrd '^rooter by Meb^^soo is iosoffic^enl lor tbe 
Examiner to draw tho eoriekskm thai ^'Nicholson ^^aoho^^ a cmx^^mmmi method M 
mmB^img mnmr metadatr' ^^tated by the E^Mdner pg. 2 ef the Office aetioo. 

Mewhife:, tbe porticins of Nktok (he., ec^l 6. Ih 49^57 and eoh 7, IL 9^ 
1 3) reoited by the E??.^mioor to mipport his co^cl,u$ioo dmi Nk|B>||o^ feaehe^. a ^i-^el^tdMa 
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ik def1.5-5iiiig ofefeols a muter provide no ^uch. support For the Bxamingr's 
eo^vesi^^Hce. tite i^Eed upo:^^ passages of Nlchdm reproduced bobw ■ 



1m mm emtedimatt of fee iriveMlon, tlie SQ^l. ge^emtoi^ 2 1 S 
ges-ie^^aCe?^ u ymmm of SQL know:j> as t r<ins&?a"SQL (I^^SQL). 1^ 

ad<ls die abMity to le^^cri, ^ipdate a^d r^mo w i;ok;jmns wrddo, tl^^? 
ifemfese. 1^5: oiler word:% f-SQL. adds tte ability to inltklke j^iSid 
fflrapukite iMjmal data i?^ th^e: vfesMfe^^se. 
(mnphad^ ^:^dd^d) (col 6, 11 4941) 

Soiiis'ee code 23{) ijmludes dofii^ltiovB of ^^iterfeM mettedx 
d^^s:^ p^;vv:ye sccessOir lucj B'^ethods lo the proip^enies s^ad obj^et^ 
delMed m die ;sehem<L fe addldo?^, Ifee w^w rMr 

w persistent vs^mions of the schema ob^eei$ ddisMd m tkm mimMm 
ikBnMm dma. Far exa;m|>k> meffm^h (^m d^fimd in fhe mwm 
c0^e SSi^ J-kM rmdf }wke, md m^difp mm m tuMm crmm^ viu 
the SQL gemmtm' Appendix: €■ dlustjrate?^ ssn exemptoy 

10 A ppesiclr^^: 

(ompteb added) (et^f 7. IK 4.13) 



The uodemgoed eaa lind no rcasoo^Me imerpmtatbn of the^e paragraphs 



to support the Examioer'^j pf:^sition that it teacdes a ''ggglg^Mi^ J^^^i/^f i^hjeets im 
H^gl^." feet, tte por^io^B of Nj:d|g|goi siuppOirt the uoder^iped earlier eooelesfea 



In Slie Offiee aelion, tb^^ ixamiBor indicmes ^1:0mi;i:?ig d^e oNcets ooto the 
router'' i?^ 'i;mpliek in Niebolseo b order to ro^<sle or <swr^efe the ofeieots to^ other 
destfeatio^^ |sk f ' citlog eoi 7, li 23-31 . l-fowevw, Mshota does aoi purport ^■^mufe 
o;r j^witch"' ob|:ect^ to other de^tr^^allotm as it Is cooeen^ed oaly with persbtin| and 
iiece^^sbg obleet;^ i?^ a d;a^ite:se Ca$ delined fey t^^ble^^ 25(1 stored p«e(liOT$ 242 aod 
views 2S4;p For at feast the^^e reesom, eisrm I mid m i^mdmi dmms, which add 




/i^r ^ee^:fsi/jf 
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&r&er !i:milatio^i^, aT^ thcmghl to be cle^trly d^stiBgiiis;habli^ ov^r the teachings of 

Regarding depmdeiit claim, 4, It fbrtb:er ttoite the meth^^d xtf claim, 1 by 
i^^cb^ding ^^era^^l^g£ ^ iMfe M&fe ^(^rihuie mawms isttrihute vMum from the 
T^ieiad^ila file.'' Witfe^t e^tplatMtion, the Ex^^mir^er indicates ''Nlcboktm Ijeacbes a ha^b 
mbk'vui :i:^oL 10, 11 md 15. WMte the undeoig^iod j-^adily acte^ 
sbowTS coL 10 k in, a labk: format arKlb^^hides ^imlbiites ami valuer, it h catamly ^^ot 
a ''ha^^b tahle/' A, bash table is a data strm^tur^ th&^t divides all eleti^ems liita o^^teii^ries or 
bMctets, to allow quick access to the eie^Bent^. A bc^sb bvoction detembtii^s whkb bucket 
an el'^i^i^nt kjlongs m. llie XML data show^^ in col 10 is tiot a tabte ta/from vvhidi 
i?if(mmtioi^ b siof^^^d/retoeved. based on a h^Mi foneiioB. Meanwbile, the ''tables'' In cob 
1 1 aiid 15 gfjpear to bo repreBot^lMive of Eoio-i^iiorMed T-SQI. script (see tO|> of cob III 
CoimqmmUy, tmm of the |X)rtions of NjohdgOTt replied opon to reject claim 4 te^oh or 
tea^s^on^^hly ?s^igge?^t a ''ba^h tabJr' recited. For at least ihi^ addi!.soj^al .rea^oa 
dependent claim 4 is thmsght to bo further dJstiBgibshable over the teaoblBg^^ of 

Regarding daim 6, the Examiner eiios eob 2,. If 5- 1 1 in mxppm of his 
conclosion th£?l ''Nlobolsoo leches eoBipBring (nml^bing) by tbe roist^T ibo objects of tbo 
objeet model tx:^ a m:n.dme obi^;oi .model'' T}m m^emgmd b^^s the word 'imtcb" in this 
pQmm. of MciMilMm, but respeci&lly ?sugg)esl^^ tte E^a:mij-^er is Teadijig iBore into the 
robed upon portion of Nieholsori tbait i$ aemally preseno Tim poiiion of MyK>JlM 
the term ''Em^ch'' ''oompati hie witb7' ll^erefoTe, M^fe^^lsss g^^ner^^si^^s i^ierlaee 
defcibions aed provider for lostoitiatsog objects in a run-time emdmomoM: tb^t are 
oompatihle with objoot^ 1^^ tbe^ d^^taba^^s.. There is no suggostion ths^t s^ny "'ooreparisoif ' 
oecur. F^^^ al lea^^i this yjdditiooal reason, dependent ekim 6 is tboi^gbt to be fiMh^^r 
distingoijshable owr the te^^^ehingB of NieholgOT. 
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Ib. the Otlce action, th« Exatnmer rejecfecl claim 2 imdef 3S II,S,C;;. 103(a) 
aJkgodly beisig u«psi^:Etable <??er NjcholMl ni vie-w of US Baseist Ho. 6,224.788 <rf 

(hereafter "Mgi|l|t"). The iindmig^ respecl&Ily disagrees mth tfee lixamiiser's 
cferactssnMlon of the mdi vidua! aod combined Isachiags csf Njc|K>!^n, lcJ|gilfM> ^^^^^ 
Mejtjgll^, Noiablv, Ifee Examisser reism upon issfeigsliig and MilEliS i>5^^y 
alleged teachlBis iRjgtrdmg ihe use of a SNMF MIB. H0we¥«r5, MlSlsliSil ^^as baee 
sho^^vn tcs l>e defickfrt wkb respect t<? &6m Imutmkym nm ttagbi to be addressed by 
iyiSfSyE^^ MejKjigS" (^05iM£|M5Jtly, fbr j^l lea$l the s^easons presented ssbov^ mxh- 
mkmm^ m dmm I, elatm 2 is allowilsle ewr the relied 

Ty:r|« nsrw cfelms,. 8-20, iave b«n Mc) new m^lfer 

Ob^; ?^ew ind.ep^:mfe?)^: clakB, Ia^, claim has been added. I'he Mwiy 
^^i^^di mii^pea^len? ^^bim b thougbl m be alk?mbie over ibe refemK?^^:^ of :reco5xi for ai 
k^^t van<n;^^ of tlie rea^^n^ psreseuted above with mferej^ce to claim I . For e^^ampte, 
cl^^im S requlm^ '^(bii)mg a piwal^ty of obiecfe thai repre^em comix>nemg of a i^mork 
device fey provying, i^i o^^^e or loore :met<^data files ... , n-^ta l:afomiation rs^garfi^^ig tte 
plaralily of c^bjeet^, iBeIu<lmg de^^cripioo;^ of plyridity of oy^cts, coBfigamion 
ii)l0rmatioji associated with each of the pbralky Qf ^A^ccm md mlmmmm rmMxiing 
relationships among the phimlity of objects m the fbm^ of neiwrk component dmm 
de^>cnpho?ir' said '^conligaflBg a network dovi:^:e based m Ihe mm mfomatien by 
rwdfeg iJm m;£^ta hitmmtioo., eo^iwrlieg the meta mlmahoo into a. meta rusiiimo object 
moctel iaotMhig the plurality of olyeets eonfigurod accordaace wlih the eoofigaration 
infoa£Mik>n aTK^ loi^dlBg the ploiralily of eh^ecte onto the O;etwork device/' 
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'^h^^ imdemigned r^spectMIy submits tlmt r^?mirk^^ have overcome 
T^jjections, md tb^rt the peiiding claims am m con(Mmx aifowance. Accordingly, tlie 
undersigned resjpectiidly reqeegts tlmt te}mtk>m foe withdmwn ^;!ir^d that a Notice of 
All0wa?)C€ promptly issued for claims^ I -20. 

Ee£|iiei^i for T Aph^Mf Ig^terviw 
If the ExamiMr beli^v^^ atekptenc co^iiferenc^ would expedi te 
pro^<^cut:lon of thl^^ appMcMian:^ please tck|iho?ie the uiiderslgo^?d £rt 303-284-5 1 03 . 
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